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Preface

[ first came to Iran in 1974 to do a consultancy for the Free University of Iran.
Unfortunately I have never had the chance to come back. In the space of the 40 years I
have been away higher education situation in Iran has changed a lot and Universities
have grown vastly in Iran now. All universities in Iran are planning to change traditional
education to distance education. I noticed that The Ministry of Health and Medical
Education has a responsibility to develop distance education at Medical Sciences
universities in Iran. In pursuit of this goal, the Ministry of Health has established newly
a university called the virtual university of medical sciences and they provide the
necessary instructions and guides to other medical sciences universities to set up a
virtual education center. Launching this innovation could be a turning point in the
development of virtual education at the Universities of Medical Science. The same
dramatic changes have taken place with technology for teaching. In 1974 I was in Iran to
help with the design of educational television programs. Now everything is going online.
Also, not just in Iran, but worldwide, higher education has also faced massive changes.
As a result the students are now very different, reflecting the diversity of the population
at large. What does this all mean for teaching and learning, particularly at a higher
education level? My book aims to answer this question. Although many things have
changed over the last 40 years, there are also some constants. The way people learn is
changing, but by no means as quickly as the technology around us. Even within
technology, there are also some constants, such as the media they employ: text, audio,
video and computing. We can use these constant patterns and principles for guidance in
a volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous world. This means that although there are
very important differences between Iran and Canada, culturally, politically and
economically, there is also much in common. However, these constants need to be
integrated and applied within each different context, each culture and education system.
[ am therefore profoundly grateful to Dr. Mohsen Keshavarz from Torbat Heydariyeh
University of Medical Sciences and Dr. Afsaneh Sharif from University of British
Columbia for making my book available in Persian. I hope it will enable many Iranians
and other Persian -speakers to learn better and faster in a modern age.

Dr. Tony Bates

Distinguished Visiting Professor

The G. Raymond Chang School of Continuing Education
Ryerson University

Toronto, Canada
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Figure 4.3.1 The ADDIE model.
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2 Analyze complicated materials
Lassois Mestarad Analyze paintings and literature along with major themes in Marx, Spencer, Durkheim, and Simmel. Evaluate

the differences between cognition and perception and analyze theories of human nature. Discuss emerging
narrative and ideological components of postwar film and world literature. Demonstrate an understanding and

knowledge of Film Noir, “Nations at War in the Middle East”and of the Cold War and its aftermath.
Write about culture effectively
‘Write a summary of a major position in Social Psychology, a clear analysis of victimization, and a position

paper based on an argument.

* Compose academic essays in various rhetorical styles

Lessons Mestarad Write a summary of a major position in Weber, Veblen, Cooley, and Mead and a rescarch proposal and paper in

a liberal arts discipline with an annotated bibliography.

Demonstrate knowledge of potential and limitations of technology’s advances
Lesson Mastered

it Demonstrate understanding of impacts of technology on institutions and humanity. Discuss impact of
technology on facets of psychology and Sociology, the perpetuation of stereotypes through technology and
possible changes in human nature and ethics due to technology.
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Emerging Student Patterns in
Coursera-style MOOCs
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Four Mutually Exclusive and Exhaustive Categories of
Course Registrants (see Figure 2)

Only registered

Only viewed

Certified

Explored

Only Registered: Registrants who never access the
courseware.

Only Viewed: Non-certified registrants who access the
courseware, accessing less than half of the available chapters.

Only Explored: Non-certified Registrants who access more
than half of the available chapters in the courseware.

Certified: Registrants who earn a certificate in the course.
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